
19 January 2016  Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Iyengar Yoga Associaion of 
New Zealand
Present:  Melodie (chair), Roger (secretary),  Jyoteeka (treasurer), Tessa (A&TT Chair).
Apologies:  Anna and Eira
Minutes of last meeting (Monday 9th November 2015) accepted.
A&TT Matters:
Tessa -   Discussion about independent neutral chair for All Assessors in March.  Annemarie 
has  noted that the Australian Association has done this for a couple of years.  All Assessors 
has been operating for about four or five years, but  A&TT feels All Assessors would be more 
efficiently run if we had an independent Chair.  Should this be someone from within or 
without the association?    Tessa was quoted $100 - $150 per hour for a professional person in 
this role.  Exec feels this would be far too expensive as there are many hours involved (All 
Assessors meeting lasts a day and a half).  Exec feels we cannot make a decision on this until 
costings have been explored more fully – ideally this would be an Auckland person – maybe 
someone from within the Association.  Discussion on-going as further options to be 
discussed. 
Discussion about Jo Peden taking minutes at next All Assessors meeting in March 2016.  
Melodie feels this could be inappropriate, and that only Assessors should be present at this 
meeting in case there is any perceived unfair advantage from people progressing through the 
Assessment Process.  It could be viewed by others progressing through Junior Intermediate 
Assessments as ‘insider information’.  Exec feels that this should be discussed at next All 
Assessors, and if the need were agreed then Exec will discuss this further.  Request should 
come from All Assessors – this will be added to All Assessors agenda.
Events committee: 
Jyoteeka – plans for  Manuoso visit under control and up to date.   Suzi Brow has 
successfully completed the mail-out of flyers.  Suzi has offered to be part of ‘set-up’ team in 
Christchurch.  Manuoso wants his internal travel arranged nearer the time.  Sound equipment 
– Jude is going to set this up, and will train Neil to help.  Discussion about recording of 
workshops – this will not be allowed for Manuoso.  Melodie will announce in her welcome to 
participants ‘no pics, sound, vid etc’ – except for official photographs – and this only with 
Manuoso’s agreement.  Exec agrees that if participants want to attend individual sessions $75 
per session will be charged.  Melodie thought this may encourage students to attend who may 
not have much workshop experience.  Exec agrees on a special earlybird offer of $600 for 
both workshops (i.e.  those who wish to attend both Auckland and Christchurch workshops). 
This will be advertised on web-site.   More of the small flyers are being requested.  Tessa 
suggested schools should be sent more small flyers digitally so that they can print out at will. 
Jyoteeka to send out digitally to all major schools.
Data base:  We had previously discussed the possibility of all membership names to be 
processed into MYOB.  – Anna now feels this is not necessary, and the time taken to do this 
not justified.  We only need one data base.
Link:  Exec gives huge vote of thanks to Eira for the production of Guruji’s Commemorative 
issue.  There has been much positive feed-back for this.  It looked great, and the colour was 
appreciated.  Exec wonders if we can continue with more colour in future Links?  Seems the 
extra cost of using colour was not huge, Eira to be asked if regular colour use is viable.
Melodie: – It was thought that Suzi Lever would be going to Australian All Assessors – she 
now can’t attend.  Exec agrees to Melodie and Moni attending with the usual stipulation that 
costs be kept to a minimum.  Hopefully early airfares and reasonable accommodation can be 
sought.  Exec agrees to this unanimously.  
Melodie:  Jawahar Bangera has been approached and would like to return to NZ.   Melodie 
suggested May 2017.  Australia want him also – so discussion ongoing.  (We last had a visit 



from Jawahar in 2010).  Gabriella has also been suggested for 2017.  Discussion followed 
about possibility of hosting two workshops in one year – this was considered by the meeting 
to be unpractical.   Gabriella has been approached and is keen to come here.  Melodie will 
follow this up with an e mail.  Maybe Gabriella would be available for 2018?  Discussion 
followed about the best time of year for Association workshops – meeting feels that the 
Association workshops would be best attended if held later in the year.
Next meeting:  Tuesday 23rd Feb 1.30pm.
Meeting closed 2.43pm


